i68              ENGLAND'S  HOUR

metal working, and electric and oxy-acetylene
welding. In addition to the training centres, a
number of colleges and polytechnics already in
existence have undertaken to provide training
courses for the Ministry of Labour and National
Service.

When a friend in the Government asks me if
I ,would like to inspect a training centre for
women, I decide to go.  Although I am hardly
an ideal reporter of munition-making and its
purpose, I am interested in discovering just what
are the "non-essential" occupations from which
the would-be munition workers are recruited.  I
suspect that, as always in war, it is those trades
and professions which create the beauty, the
grace, and the culture of civilised living, which
will have been sacrificed in order that the present
objectives of inflicting death and perpetrating
destruction may be maintained with maximum
ferocity. Once a modern society has chosen war
as its final method of resolving its differences
with its antagonist, it must look forward to a
period in which life approximates ever more
closely to human existence in primitive com-
munities as described by the seventeenth-cen-
tury philosopher Thomas Hobbes:

"solitary, poore, nasty, brutish and short."

It is the ninth of September. The second night
of the full-scale Blitzkrieg has been one of the